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Christmas Oratorio by J. S. Bach

Part I

Christians, be joyful — chorus

Now it came to pass in those days — evangelist recitative
See now the bridegroom — evangelist recitative

Prepare thyself, Zion — alto solo

How shall I fitly meet thee — chorus

And she brought forth her first-born son — evangelist recitative
For us to earth He cometh poor -- chorus & bass recitative
Mighty Lord, and King all-glorious — bass solo

Ah! Dearest Jesus — chorus '

Part I1

And there were Shepherds -- evangelist recitative - -
Break forth, O beauteous, heavenly Light — chorus

And the Angel said to them — evangelist, soprano recitative
What God to Abraham revealed — bass recitative

Haste, ye Shepherds — tenor solo

And this is the sign to you — evangelist recitative

Within yon gloomy manger — chorus

O haste ye, then — bass recitative

Slumber, beloved — alto solo

And suddenly there was with the angel — evangelist recitative
Glory to God in the highest — chorus

“Tis right that Angels thus should sing — bass recitative
With all Thy hosts — chorus

Part IIT

Hear, King of Angels — chorus

And when the angels — evangelist recitative

Let us even now go to Bethlehem — chorus

He bids us comfort take — bass recitative

The Lord hath all these wonders wrought — chorus

Lord, Thy mercy — soprano, bass duet

And they came with haste — evangelist recitative

Yes, yes! my heart — alto recitative :

Thee with tender care — chorus

And the shepherds returned — evangelist recitative
Rejoice and sing — chorus

Hear, King of Angels — chorus



Johann Sebastian Bach wrote his Christmas Oratorio in 1734, five years
after his St. Matthew Passion. He was 49 years old at the time. Written in
six parts, it was designed for each section to be performed on different
days: Christmas, the first and second days after Christmas, on New
Year’s Day, the following Sunday, and then on Epiphany.

As with the St. Matthew Passion, the Christmas Oratorio was intended
to be performed in church, either as a portion of the service, or as an
extension of it. While the Passion reflects Christians’ sorrow and
penitence during Holy Week, the Oratorio proclaims the joy of the
Christmas season.

Interspersed throughout the Oratorio are chorales, some of which may be
familiar to the audience. “How shall I fitly meet thee” in Part I is used in
the Passion. In Part II, “Break forth, O beauteous, heavenly light” is a
Lutheran hymn.

Dan Forrest has his master’s degree in piano performance and doctorate
in composition from the University of Kansas.: He has won several
national awards with his choral works, some of which have been
performed in Carnegie Hall, the Kennedy Center, and Lincoln Center.

Born in England and transplanted to Canada, Healey Willan was an
organist. He composed more than 800 pieces, primarily sacred works.

The son of musicians, Stephen Main performed as a choirboy at St.
Thomas Church Fifth Avenue. An organist and harpist, he composes not
only choral music, but also symphonic music and music for films.

A-memberof-The<King’s-Singers fortwelve years, Bob Chilcott is a full-
time composer. He has conducted choirs in 23 different countries.
Principal Guest Conductor of the BBC Singers, he has had a number of
his choral works published in German, Swedish, Norwegian, and
Slovenian.

André Thomas is Director of Choral Activities and Professor of Choral
Music Education at Florida State University. A graduate of Friends
University for his undergraduate degree, he is in demand as a choral
adjudicator, clinician, and director of Honor/All-State Choirs throughout
the United States, Europe, Asia, New Zealand, and Australia.
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A SPECIAL THANK YOU TO:
First Lutheran Church and First United Methodist Church
Jor the generous use of their facilities
during rehearsals and for this concert;

QOur soloists and instrumentalists
Sor sharing their talent with us;

Jodi Caldwell for assistance with rehearsals;
Penny Senften and the Manhattan Arts Center for publicity.
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Tonight’s donations to the
Flint Hills Masterworks Chorale
will be used for an honorarium for our guest musicians

Interested in singing in the
Flint Hills Masterworks Chorale?
http://mccks.edu/academics/masterworks
Contact Mary Ann Buhler at 785-539-3571
or
<mabuhler@mccks.edu>

Flint Hills Masterworks Chorale is a member of
the Manhattan Area-Arts & Humanities Coalition
and is sponsored by Manhattan Christian College.
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